MY YEARS ON THE STAGE          57
The action being largely political and possessing little of theatrical effectiveness the play did not prove popular when the Daly company appeared in it in support of Edwin Booth. Writing of this engagement in his biography of his brother, Augustin, Judge Daly records that while Hamlet drew average nightly receipts of $1855; four performances of Richard II averaged only $731.
In Othello, with Booth, I played the part of Lodo-vico, Maurice Barrymore was Cassto, Jeffrys Lewis was Desdemona and as Booth played I ago, Harkins was Othello.
At the rehearsals of Richelieu., in which I was to play Francois, I was extremely nervous. Francois is the character that Richelieu sends to get the paper containing the names of the plotters, Gaston, Orleans and the others. Francois is also the character to whom the famous lines are spoken:
In the lexicon of youth, which fate reserves For a bright manhood, there is no such word As "fail."
When Francois returns with the important paper which will confound all those who have plotted against the king, he kneels and says: "My lord, I have not failed.33 For some reason or other I said: "My liege.33
Booth said:   "Don't say that: it isn't 'my liege.' "een neglected in the theatre............... ^ ......... Rosencrantz
